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Generous donors made amazing events possible in 2023. Thank you all for your 

confidence and support, and for an incredible year.

Your gifts enabled us to fund two Catalyst for a Cure initiatives simultaneously — one 

at a critical juncture in the quest to restore vision, the other pioneering new territory 

in search of the root causes of all neurodegenerative diseases. In 2023, we also funded 

eight new Shaffer Grants for Innovative Glaucoma Research for promising early-

career scientists and novel, proof-of-concept proposals. Importantly, 2023 was another 

successful year of outreach and education, providing help and hope through informative 

publications and gatherings for patients, families, and caregivers.

The theme of this annual report is Collaboration & Discovery, two of our core 

values. Collaboration drives our scientific achievements. But scientists are not our only 

collaborators. In fact, their work would not be possible without donors who share our 

belief that glaucoma can and will be cured. It is a pleasure to acknowledge just a few 

extraordinary friends whose generosity shaped 2023. Thanks to Ted and Melza Barr, the 

ultimate cross-disciplinary collaboration is coming to life through the Neurodegeneration 

Initiative. Steven and Michele Kirsch enabled us to launch the Vision Restoration 

Initiative in 2019. And Richard and Carolyn Sloane’s generosity made it possible for all 

our Catalyst for a Cure researchers, plus invited scientists, to convene in a first-of-its-

kind Catalyst meeting-of-the-minds in August 2023.

The collaboration and discovery that defined 2023 are more than part of GRF history. 

They are the foundation on which we will build in 2024 and beyond. Thanks to partners 

like you, the future is in clear focus — a future free from glaucoma.

Thomas M. Brunner Andrew G. Iwach, MD

President and CEO Chair, Board of Directors

TO OUR SUPPORTERS AND PARTNERS
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THE 2023 SHAFFER GRANTS   
Glaucoma Research Foundation has funded close to 300 Shaffer Grants. These 

one-year research grants provide $55,000 in seed money for creative projects that 

show strong potential for impact on glaucoma. The 2023 Shaffer Grants were 

made possible through leadership gifts from the Frank Stein and Paul S. May Grants 

for Innovative Glaucoma Research, Bob and Birdie Feldman, Richard and Peggy 

Shaffer Grants Support Promising Scientists and Their Creative Ideas

BENJAMIN J. FRANKFORT, 
MD, PHD 
Baylor College of Medicine

Project:  
Adrenergic Receptor 
Function and Role in  
Neuroprotection

KARSTEN GRONERT, 
PHD
University of California, 
Berkeley

Project:  
LXB4 Regulation of  
Microglia Homeostatic 
Function a Neuroprotective 
Target

WENDY LIU,  
MD, PHD
Stanford University

Project:  
Investigating 
Mechanosensitive Ion 
Channel Variants and 
their Role in Glaucoma

XIAORONG LIU,  
PHD
University of Virginia

Project:  
An In Vivo Biomarker 
to Monitor Glaucoma 
Progression



32023 Annual Report

Greenfield Foundation, Gary and Linda Sirak, Tania and Michael Stepanian, and the 

Dr. Henry A. Sutro Family Grant for Research. The Mona and Edward Zander Family 

Foundation also made a lead gift to fund an annual grant focused on genetics and 

glaucoma. The first grant recipient will be awarded in 2024. Learn more on our 

website: glaucoma.org/research.

Shaffer Grants Support Promising Scientists and Their Creative Ideas

CEZARY RYDZ,  
MD
University of California, 
Irvine

Project:  
Modulating Ocular 
Hypertension Induced 
Accelerated Aging in 
Rodent Retina

JAMES TRIBBLE,  
PHD
Karolinska Institutet 
Stockholm, Sweden

Project:  
Drug-driven Identification 
of Inflammatory Pathways 
in Retinal Microglia

JAMES WALSH,  
MD, PHD
Washington University  
in St. Louis

Project:  
Choroid Resident 
T cells are Vital for 
Retinal Ganglion Cell 
Neuroprotection in  
Ocular Hypertensive 
Injury

BENJAMIN XU,  
MD, PHD
University of Southern 
California

Project:  
In Vivo Ultrasound 
Elastography of Iris 
Stiffness in Angle Closure 
Glaucoma
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Total revenue for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2023, was $7.3 million. 

GRF continues to have a strong balance sheet, finishing the year with total  

assets of $14.4 million. We’re proud to have earned Charity Navigator’s  

2023 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2023 (audited)

2023 2022

 3%

EXPENSES       

n Research 58%         n Education 30%          n Fundraising 9%          n Administration 3%     

   TEMPORARILY  PERMANENTLY
  UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL TOTAL

SUPPORT AND REVENUE   
      Donations and Bequests    1,747,655    3,873,187  —   5,620,842   5,011,182
      Special Events, net of expenses   523,635  — —  523,635  449,663 
      Other Income/Reductions   14,036    —  14,036  14,786  
      Investment Income  311,636   411,664  —  723,300  (705,460)
      Change in value of charitable trusts  —  (1,190)  —  (1,190)  (4,892)
      Conference/Forum income   391,050  — —  391,050  504,039 
      Assets released from restrictions   4,154,647   (4,154,647) — — —
      
Total Revenue, Gains, and Support   $ 7,142,659      $  129,014  — $ 7,271,673  $ 5,269,318 

EXPENSES   
      Research Programs    3,732,341  — —  3,732,341    2,920,639
      Education Programs   1,951,208  — —  1,951,208  1,375,694
      Administration   199,723  — —  199,723  315,124
      Fundraising   614,495  — —  614,495  597,193
Total Expenses  6,497,767   6,497,767 5,208,650
Change in Net Assets   644,892   129,014    773,906  60,668
      Net Assets, beginning of year   5,192,049   3,586,486  3,342,500  12,121,035  12,060,367
      
Net Assets, end of year    $ 5,836,941    $ 3,715,500   $ 3,342,500   $12,894,941   $12,121,035

REVENUE      

n Individuals 85%        n Investments 10%        n Conferences 5%                  

85%

30% 9%

10%  5%

58%
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highest 4-star rating for a 7th consecutive year, recognizing our organization’s strong financial health and 

commitment to accountability and transparency. Our audited financial reports are posted on our website, 

and we meet all 20 of the Better Business Bureau’s Standards for Charity Accountability. 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS OF JUNE 30, 2023 (audited)

2023 2022

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS   
      Cash      2,205,229    2,859,408 
      Pledges and bequests receivable      3,015,974   1,562,244
      Prepaid expenses     226,200   115,373
      Booklet inventory     27,390   13,288
      Total Current Assets    $ 5,474,793   $ 4,550,313

NON-CURRENT ASSETS   
      Pledges and bequests receivable (net of present value discount and current portion)  531,979   1,305,302 
      Assets held in trust (at market value)     63,794   66,409
      Investments (at market value)     4,468,105   3,673,279
      Furniture and equipment (net of depreciation)    163,718   128,096 
      Right of use assets    381,165  — 
      Permanently restricted cash     3,342,500   3,342,500
      Total Non-current Assets       $ 8,951,261      $ 8,515,586      
      
Total Assets     $14,426,054   $13,065,899

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES   
      Accounts payable and accrued expenses     198,558    154,548 
      Trusts, distributions payable, current portion    4,681   4,873  
      Grants payable     925,000   762,500   
      Total Current Liabilities    $1,128,239   $ 921,921 

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES   
      Lease liabilities     381,165  — 
      Liabilities to trust beneficiaries (at present value)    21,709   22,943 
      Total Liabilities    $1,531,113   $ 944,864

NET ASSETS   
      Net assets without donor restrictions     5,836,941   5,192,049 
      Net assets with donor restrictions     7,058,000   6,928,986
      Total Net Assets    $ 12,894,941   $ 12,121,035
      
Total Liabilities and Net Assets     $14,426,054   $13,065,899
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Collaboration and discovery are the essence of our 

mission at Glaucoma Research Foundation (GRF). Research 

achievements and activities in 2023 uniquely illustrate both 

forces at work as two teams of scientists, pioneering two 

separate paths toward a cure, shared insights, inspired each 

other, and took their research to new heights. Their efforts 

through GRF’s flagship Catalyst for a Cure initiatives bring 

new meaning to the term “collaborative discovery.”

With our inaugural Catalyst for a Cure (CFC) initiative, launched in 2002, GRF

established a bold new research model, focusing brilliant scientists whose paths would 

otherwise never cross on a single mission: curing glaucoma. Results from all four CFCs — 

and the adoption of CFC-inspired research frameworks by other scientific enterprises — 

speak to the breakthrough power of  GRF’s approach and show that collaboration  

can lead to accelerated innovation.

2023 saw the historic convergence of two concurrent CFCs. Now in its second three-year

funding phase, The Steven and Michele Kirsch Catalyst for a Cure Vision Restoration

Initiative (CFC3) is poised to restore sight lost to glaucoma, a priority for GRF community 

members. Entering its second full year of collaboration in 2024, The Melza M. and 

Frank Theodore Barr Foundation Catalyst for a Cure Initiative to Prevent and Cure 

Neurodegeneration (CFC4) is quickly gaining traction in its unique quest for the 

Partnering for a Future
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Free from Glaucoma
common causes of all neurodegenerative diseases, from glaucoma to Alzheimer’s, 

Parkinson’s, and others.

Two teams working toward separate but aligned goals, CFC3 and CFC4 are doing

something outside the bounds of traditional research. Coming from diverse

disciplines — cell biology to neuroscience, ophthalmology to chemical and biomolecular

engineering — researchers are learning to speak their partners’ science languages. Finding 

unique overlaps and opportunities, they are sharing the questions that keep them up at 

night and the knowledge that keeps them going. The result is unprecedented synergy,  

laser-focused on restoring vision and curing glaucoma.

What milestones did these teams reach in 2023? And what’s in store for the future?  

Read on to learn more.
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At the close of 2023, eight brilliant scientists were striving 

along two separate tracks toward a shared mission:  cure 

glaucoma. Their revolutionary work would not be possible 

without visionary donors who brought them together and 

catalyzed their quests through philanthropy.  

CFC3: MOVING CLOSER TO VISION RESTORATION 
Focused on restoring vision lost to glaucoma, CFC3 made 

significant progress on multiple fronts in 2023. 

Advancing the field of neuroprotection, scientists identified 

genes expressed in glaucoma and used CRISPR technology, a 

kind of molecular scissors, to isolate certain genes and test their 

role in glaucoma. Researchers also discovered that blocking 

“The CFC3 Vision 
Restoration Initiative’s 
work just reinforces my 
feeling that a cure will 
be coming. They are 
accelerating toward 
candidate therapies faster 
than thought possible. 
Breakthroughs from their 
laboratories could move 
into humans over the next 
couple of years.” 
Jeffrey L. Goldberg, MD, PhD,  
Byers Eye Institute, Stanford University 
School of Medicine,  
Chair, CFC3 Scientific Advisors 



molecules called GCK-IV kinases could 

improve the survival of transplanted cells. 

They also developed a new surgical technique 

that removes part of the inner limiting 

membrane (ILM), overcoming a barrier to 

transplantation, and published an important 

paper on Osteopontin, a protein that can 

make sensitive optic nerve cells more 

resistant to glaucoma. Finally, the team 

continued to develop new ways to examine 

how precise connections are made from the 

eyes to the brain.

In 2024, CFC3 will complete its second phase

of GRF funding with truly transformative

discoveries and publications to its credit and 

the potential for real impact on vision loss. In 

the final year of its most recent GRF grant, 

the team will advance its findings on optic 

nerve survival in new living models, testing 

whether its cell transplantation strategies are 

likely to work in humans. Hopes are high 

that new philanthropic champions in the 

GRF community will step forward to fund 

a third three-year grant, enabling CFC3 to 

continue its important work.

Two Initiatives



One Mission

CFC4: FINDING THE ROOT CAUSES OF 
NEURODEGENERATION 
In 2023, CFC4 began its first full year focused

on glaucoma, Alzheimer’s, and gliomas, 

central nervous system diseases that affect 

more than 150 million people worldwide. By 

studying these conditions in animal models 

and analyzing the results together rather than 

separately, the team aims to uncover hallmarks 

common to all three conditions. 

Reflecting CFC4’s unique breadth, scientists 

are using diverse research approaches: state-

of-the art genomic profiling, data-driven 

techniques for analysis, and animal models 

as well as human tissue. Efforts so far have 

focused on optimizing a genomic profiling 

technique called single-cell RNA sequencing 

in both eye and brain tissue. Using equipment 

funded by GRF, two CFC4 members in 

Boston are working to replicate results 

across their labs for critical consistency. In 

another exciting development, CFC4 is 

collaborating with a CFC3 lab to develop 

a technique called spatial transcriptomics, 

which can detect simultaneous genetic 
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“The CFC4 
Neurodegeneration 
Initiative team has a 
clear plan of action, with 
concrete objectives and 
experiments that they are 
currently pursuing. They 
are already generating 
data by comparing the 
transcriptomic profiles 
of non-neuronal cells 
in models of glaucoma, 
Alzheimer’s disease, and 
glioblastoma.” 
Adriana Di Polo, PhD,  
Université de Montréal,  
Chair, CFC4 Scientific Advisors

changes in the retina. Steps like these will move CFC4 toward 

identifying cellular and molecular pathways shared by all 

neurodegenerative conditions.

A UNIQUE MEETING OF THE MINDS 
Collaborative discovery is a GRF value demonstrated in 2023 

through an unprecedented exchange of ideas between CFC 

teams. In August 2023, CFC3 and CFC4 scientists convened in 

Boston with their advisors and invited experts for presentation 

and discussion of their innovative and unpublished research. 

Sponsored by GRF longtime friends Richard and Carolyn Sloane, 

the two-day meeting catalyzed in-depth idea-sharing that was 

captured for a future white paper — just one more way GRF, 

continuously reinventing collaboration and discovery, is moving 

closer to a glaucoma cure.
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CATALYST FOR A CURE 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS
 
CFC3: Vision Restoration 
Initiative

Xin Duan, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of 
Ophthalmology and Physiology,
Weill Institute for Neurosciences
University of California, San Francisco

Yang Hu, MD, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of 
Ophthalmology, Stanford University 
School of Medicine

Anna La Torre, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of 
Cell Biology and Human Anatomy,
School of Medicine, University of 
California, Davis

Derek Welsbie, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology, 
San Diego Shiley Eye Institute,
University of California, San Diego
 
CFC4: Curing 
Neurodegeneration 

Sandro Da Mesquita, PhD
Assistant Professor, Department 
of Neuroscience, Meningeal 
Lymphatics and Neurological 
Disorders Lab,Mayo Clinic

Milica Margeta, MD, PhD
Physician and Surgeon, 
Massachusetts Eye and Ear,
Assistant Professor of 
Ophthalmology,
Harvard Medical School

Karthik Shekhar, PhD
Assistant Professor, Department 
of Chemical and Biomolecular 
Engineering,Faculty Scientist, 
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory,
University of California Berkeley

Humsa Venkatesh, PhD
Assistant Professor, Program 
in Neuroscience, Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital,  
Harvard Medical School

GRF AMBASSADORS

The GRF Ambassadors are a 
national leadership group of 
eye care specialists dedicated 
to improving access to 
educational materials for all 
glaucoma patients.  

CHAIR:
Sahar Bedrood, MD, PhD

Stuart F. Ball, MD
Robert J. Barnes, MD
Michael S. Berlin, MD
Amanda Kiely Bicket, MD, MSE
Kathryn Bollinger, MD
Courtney Bovee, MD
Ninita Brown, MD, PhD
Steven V.L. Brown, MD, FACS
Dean Carlson, MD
John S. Cohen, MD
E. Randy Craven, MD
Rachel Davis, MD, MS
Robert J. Derick, MD
Amish Doshi, MD
Doreen Fazio, MD
Robert Feldman, MD
Laura C. Fine, MD
Gloria P. Fleming, MD
Kathryn B. Freidl, MD
Annette L. Giangiacomo, MD
David Gilbert, MD
Madhu S. Gorla, MD
Linda Greff, MD
Davinder Grover, MD, MPH
Agnes Huang, MD
Andrew G. Iwach, MD
Dan Jewelewicz, MD
Martin B. Kaback, MD
L. Jay Katz, MD
Anup Khatana, MD
Douglas Kohl, MD
Michael S. Korey, MD
Rohit Krishna, MD
Rishi Kumar, MD
Mark A. Latina, MD
Linda Lawrence, MD
Richard Lehrer, MD
Shan Lin, MD
Valentina Lozano, MD
Charles McMahon, MD
Anne Miller, MD
Johann Ohly, MD

Shaffer Grant Advisory 
Committee

George A. Cioffi, MD
Columbia University College of
Physicians and Surgeons

Adriana Di Polo, PhD
University of Montreal

Brad Fortune, OD, PhD
Devers Eye Institute
Legacy Research Institute

David S. Friedman, MD, MPH, PhD
Harvard Medical School/
Massachusetts Eye and Ear

Christopher A. Girkin, MD
University of Alabama at
Birmingham

Jeff Gross, PhD
University of Texas at Austin

Steven L. Mansberger, MD, MPH
Devers Eye Institute
Legacy Health

Felipe A. Medeiros, MD, PhD
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Jason S. Meyer, PhD
Indiana University 

Ahmara Gibbons Ross, MD, PhD
University of Pennsylvania
Scheie Eye Institute

Joel S. Schuman, MD, FACS
Wills Eye Hospital

W. Daniel Stamer, PhD, FARVO
Duke University

Ernst R. Tamm, MD
University of Regensburg,
Germany

Monica L. Vetter, PhD
University of Utah

Janey L. Wiggs, MD, PhD
Harvard Medical School/
Massachusetts Eye and Ear

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORS

Our scientific advisors play 
an essential role, helping 
to ensure that Glaucoma 
Research Foundation invests 
in the most promising  
research.  

CFC3 Advisory Board

Larry Benowitz, PhD
Harvard Medical School/
Boston Children’s Hospital

Valeria Canto-Soler, PhD
University of Colorado

Jeffrey L. Goldberg, MD, PhD
Stanford University 

Zhigang He, PhD, BM
Harvard Medical School/
Boston Children’s Hospital
 
CFC4 Advisory Board

Guojun Bu, PhD
The Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology

Adriana Di Polo, PhD
University of Montreal

Shane Liddelow, PhD
NYU Langone Health

Sally Temple, PhD
Neural Stem Cell Institute
University at Albany, New York

Monica L. Vetter, PhD
University of Utah

OUR 
TEAM

Leaders in science, partners in discovery and innovation, advocates for  

education and care — everyone on our team is committed to creating a world 

without glaucoma, a mission shared with generous donors.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 
Officers
 
BOARD CHAIR:
Andrew G. Iwach, MD
Glaucoma Center of  San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

PRESIDENT AND CEO 
Thomas M. Brunner
Glaucoma Research Foundation
San Francisco, CA

VICE CHAIR
Ruth D. Williams, MD
Wheaton Eye Clinic
Wheaton, IL

SECRETARY
Rick Halprin, CPA 
Director of Professional Affairs 
(Retired) Colleyville, TX

TREASURER
Charles R. Wilmoth 
Morgan Stanley Wealth 
    Management 
San Francisco, CA
 
Directors
 
Frederick H. Brinkmann
Director, Information Technology 
(Retired)
Santa Rosa, CA

John G. Flanagan, PhD, FCOptom
University of California, Berkeley

Nancy S. Forster
Forster & Associates Consulting, 
LLC (Retired)
San Francisco, CA

Adrienne L. Graves, PhD
Independent Director
San Francisco, CA

Linda C. Linck
Delta Gamma Foundation
Lafayette, CA

Terri-Diann Pickering, MD
Glaucoma Center of  San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Constance O. Okeke, MD, MSCE
David J. Palmer, MD
Joseph Panarelli, MD
Terri-Diann Pickering, MD
Jody Piltz-Seymour, MD
James Plotnik, MD, FACS
Andrew Prince, MD
Lorraine M. Provencher, MD
Andrew Rabinowitz, MD
Sunita Radhakrishnan, MD
George Reiss, MD
David Richardson, MD
Ahmara Gibbons Ross, MD, PhD
Michael Sakamoto, MD
Sarwat Salim, MD, FACS
Thomas W. Samuelson, MD
Keith Sanford, MD
Sonja W. Schluter, MD, MPH
Arthur L. Schwartz MD
Donald Schwartz, MD
Gail F. Schwartz, MD
My Le Shaw, MD
Rajesh Shetty, MD
Charles Eric Shrader, MD
Sandra Sieminski, MD
Inder Paul Singh, MD
Oluwatosin Smith, MD
Michael Stiles, MD
Shigemi Sugiki, MD
Thomas Tayeri, MD
Sarah H. Van Tassel, MD
Zak Vest, MD
Steven Vold, MD
Monisha Vora, MD
Brian Welcome, MD
Mark Werner, MD
Ruth Williams, MD
Jeffrey Zink, MD

We are grateful to our  
outgoing Ambassador Chair,  
Dr. Andrew Prince, for  
6 years of service.

Dennis E. Singleton
Spieker Partners
Menlo Park, CA

Oluwatosin U. Smith, MD
Glaucoma Associates of Texas
Dallas, TX

Robert L. Stamper, MD
University of California,  
San Francisco (Retired)

Founders
 
John Hetherington, Jr., MD
(1930 - 2020)

H. Dunbar Hoskins, Jr., MD
American Academy of 
Ophthalmology (Retired)
San Francisco, CA

Robert N. Shaffer, MD
(1912 - 2007)

Honorary  
Advisory Board 

F. T. Barr
Afex International, Inc.
Houston, TX

June Behrendt Otto
The Edward J. Daly Foundation
San Francisco, CA

Sarah Brown
San Francisco, CA

Steven Kirsch
Los Altos, CA

Roger McGuinn
Windemere, FL

David E. I. Pyott
Allergan, Inc. (Retired)
Irvine, CA

Cary R. Rayment
Alcon, Inc. (Retired)
Cle Elum, WA 

Mona Zander
Palm Desert, CA

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
 
Thomas M. Brunner
President and CEO

Nancy M. Graydon
Executive Director of Development 
and Chief Operating Officer

Andrew L. Jackson
Director of Communications

Catalina San Agustin
Director of Operations

Morgan Velarde
Director of Philanthropic 
Engagement and Communications

Christopher Wiseman
Director of Events and Engagement

Michelle de Elizalde
Assistant Director of Patient and 
Research Programs

Maxson Thomas
Individual and Corporate Giving 
Officer

Brizette Castellanos
Manager of Outreach and Social 
Media

Katherine Grillo
Patient and Volunteer Engagement 
Coordinator 

Alexandra Dewey
Development Assistant
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We express our deepest appreciation to all our donors. Each gift  

makes a difference and assists us with forwarding our important mission 

to cure glaucoma and restore vision through innovative research.    

IN  
APPRECIATION

The following is a listing of  
contributors of $1,000 or more from  
July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023.

CORPORATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS

Founders
$50,000 to $199,999
Alcon Laboratories, Inc.
Allergan, an AbbVie Company
Bausch + Lomb
Cure Glaucoma Foundation
Santen, Inc.

Pacesetters
$25,000 to $49,999
Aerie Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc.

Patrons
$10,000 to $24,999
Eye C Better Corp
Heidelberg Engineering, Inc.
Icare USA, Inc.
Medical Research Charities
New World Medical, Inc.
Qlaris Bio, Inc.
Sight Sciences, Inc.
Thea Pharma, Inc.

Sponsors
$5,000 to $9,999
Ace Vision Group
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Belkin Vision
Classic Harvest
Delta Gamma Foundation
Glaukos Corporation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Nanodropper
Neighbor To Nation
Nicox S.A.
Nidek, Inc.
United Way of the Bay Area

President’s Club
$1,000 to $4,999
AmazonSmile Foundation
Ameriprise Financial
Caterpillar Foundation
GentleDrop
JTZ IV Fund within the Community Foundation 
    for the Fox Valley Region
Market Scope, LLC

Mega Hertz
MicroSurgical Technology
Munich Surgical Imaging GmbH
MyEyes
Ophthalmic Mutual Insurance Company
Smartlens, Inc.
The Boeing Company Gift Matching Program
ViaLase, Inc.

INDIVIDUALS, ESTATES, AND FAMILY 
FOUNDATIONS

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Cornerstone
$1,000,000+
Mr. and Mrs. F.T. Barr 

Visionaries
$200,000 to $999,999
The Donald & Renee Gruen Trust 
Michele and Steven T. Kirsch
Donald C. Loesch Unitrust
Estate of Frank Stein
Mona & Edward Zander Family Foundation

Benefactors
$100,000 to $199,999
Nancy and Pat Forster 
The Barry Friedberg and Charlotte Moss Family 
    Foundation 
Charlot and Dennis E. Singleton 
Richard and Carolyn Sloane

Founders 
$50,000 to $99,999
Daniel Carper
Edward Joseph Daly Foundation
Marjorie O’Rorke Estate
Charles Dale Raver Estate
Michael and Tania W. Stepanian
Anu and Matthew Tate

Pacesetters
$25,000 to $49,999
Estate of Russell S. Biederman
Birdie and Bob Feldman
Margaret and Russell Garvin
Megan Haller and Peter Rice
Lawrence E. and Iris C. Lerner Charitable Fund
Dhun Mehta
Mellam Family Foundation
David and Molly Pyott

William W. and Verona S. Shealy Trust
Gary and Linda Sirak
And one anonymous gift

Patrons
$10,000 to $24,999
Marilyn I. Bardelli Revocable Trust
Rettig and Michele Benedict
Lori and Allen Bouch
Cynthia and Frederick Brinkmann
Carol Young Brooke Foundation
Sarah and Bill Brown
Wallace and Thomas M. Brunner
Jill and Michael Chmura 
Robert H. & Terri L. Cohn Family Foundation
Mr. Richard Fenner
Laurence M. Cafritz, in memory of James E. Cafritz
Frank and Joseph Gila Fund
Richard and Peggy Greenfield Foundation
Elizabeth T. Heim & Margaret Rigby Memorial Fund
Gail and Fred Kittler
Davis and Kusek Family Fund
LaValle Family Foundation
Lorraine Mizuno
Wanda Eleanor Nervi Estate
Barbara and Emery G. Olcott
Denise and Sam Polakoff
Norma Porter
Janet and Cary R. Rayment
Paula and Rodger Riney
Randolph C. Roeder
The Rhett and Xin Schiffman Charitable Fund
Sonja W. Schluter, MD, MPH
Frank and Paula Schultz
Estate of Clarence Ray Shirey
Catherine and Richard Tate
Vision International Eye Missions, in memory of 
    Tamara Susion, MD
Catherine and Charles Wilmoth
Margaret A. Wilson
Dr. James and Elizabeth Wise

CATALYST CIRCLE

$5,000 to $9,999
Arlene Anthony and Thomas Bradshaw
Joseph Auth and Jennifer I Yuan
Abby Perr Baker and Thomas Baker
Paul J. Balfe
Michael S. Barish
Susan Benton
Reay H. Brown, MD
Jodi Cafritz, in memory of James E. Cafritz
Mary Ann and Robert L. Cook
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Hildegarde D. Eiler Estate
In loving memory of Joel H. Fenster
Kathryn Dumbleton, PhD, MCOptom, and  
    John G. Flanagan, PhD, DSc, FCOptom
Teri and Andy Goodman
Adrienne Graves, PhD
Nancy M. Graydon
Barbara and William P. Griffin
Andrew Iwach, MD
Stanley R. Jones
Roberta R.W. Kameda
Sandra Kistner
Youngsun Kwon
Stephen Lanset
Daniel Latner
Marsha and William J. Link
Theodore & Karin Mayer Family Foundation
Deborah and Roy Meyer
James and Rebecca Q. Morgan 
Judith and Charles Munnerlyn, PhD
Angela Nomellini and Kenneth Olivier
John E. Olsen
Antoinette Orlando
Deirdre Porter
Jeannette Revel-Mauro
Elaine C. Riccio
Kevin A. Russell
L. Tadd Schwab, in honor of Sandra
Ernest and Geraldine Smith
Frank Strick Foundation, Inc.
Tomoko Takami and Richard Berkins
TIF Foundation Fund
Israel Trevino
Igor Uzhviev
Jane Weston, MD and Jan Horn, MD
Sally O. and Timothy White
Dr. Charles and Jo Ann Whiteside 
Ruth D. Williams, MD
Susan J. Wittenberg, in memory of Harvey
The Richard H. Yearick Foundation

$1,000 to $4,999
Robert L. Adams
Geeta Narendra Ahya
Germaine Alfaro
Paul L. Altieri
Henry and Mary Altman
Regina and Fred Amoroso
Susan and Michael Andresen
Applied Materials, matching gift
K. Arakelian Foundation
Shirley D. Aughtry
Dimitri Azar, MD MBA
Kfir Azoulay, MBA
Ms. G. Victoria Babish
Carolyn Banchero
Sharon L. Barlow
James Beale, in memory of Richard
Kay Bell, Jr.
John W. Bell
David L. Belling
David Bingaman

Caitlin Black
William R. Blackmon
Robert F. Blitzer
James K. Boey, MD and Robert Highsmith
Emily Borland
Donna and Brad Bosley
Mr. Wilson Bounds, Jr.
Marisa Bowen, in honor of Dr. Carla Siegfried
Breitman Family Foundation, Inc.
Mark Brodie
Sarah and Bill Brown
William F. Cael Charitable Fund 
Ann Moller Caen
Joan L. Campe
Virginia and Douglas Caston
Dr. and Mrs. William S. Clark
Nobuko Saito Cleary and  Gary Cleary, PharmD, PhD
Douglas H. Cleaver
Julie and John Cohen 
Michael and Doreen Cohen
Timothy Condon
George G. Conner, Jr.
Mrs. Bertha Corbin
Robert Coté
Dr. Ruth Cronkite and Dr. Blair Ratcliff
Drs. Emmett Cunningham Jr., and Sharon Shaw
Joseph Dasbach
Letitia H. Davidson
Gustavo De Moraes, MD, PhD MPH
Seth DeAvila, in memory of Bertha Havassy
The Demmy Bowden Charitable Fund
Nancy and Henry DeNero
Denyse and Michael Densmore Charitable Fund
Beth Doyne
Kimberly Eckstein
Wendell and Judith Ann Edwards
Andrea and David Epstein
David Esposito
Nancy and Ronald L. Fellman, MD 
Edward B. Fischer
Anthony R. Fisher, PhD
Norma Jeanne Flack, DO
Fluharty Family Fund
Paula and Michael Fritschen
Ward Frye
The Bodri Foundation of the Jewish Community 
    Endowment, in honor of Dr. Andrew Iwach
Paul Gacek
David I. Gensler
Linda Glassman
Corey Golden, in honor of Hillary
Glenn Green
Gary Greenberg
Fred Greenberg
Cathy and Rod Gremaud
Ranya Habash, MD
Cynthia P. Haddow
Phyllis Goetz and Rick Halprin, CPA 
Linda and Bill Hambley
Tracy Hammond
Joseph Hampton
Faisal Hasan
Joel Hayden

David Head
Jill Healy
Mary Margaret Heaton
Tad Heitmann
Henshel Foundation
Bruce C. Hermann
Paul Herrmann
Patricia and Stephen Holst
Rita Hoots, in memory of Kenneth
Melinda P. Hord
Jerry J. Hornstein, in memory of Marie
Ann and H. Dunbar Hoskins, Jr., MD, in memory of 
    Robert Nevins
Dr. and Mrs. J. Kerry Howell
Jackson Square Partners Foundation
Mun Johl
Dan Joraanstad and Bob Hermann
Gary and Rosalind Karlitz
Jerrold Keilson
Arthur Kellam
Buffie Kerstetter
Andrew and Nicole Kittler
Judith Klinman
Tom and Jo Knight
Nobuo Kobayashi
Michael and Ina Korek Foundation Trust
Ernest M. Kotlier Giving Fund 
David and Jette Kristensen
Andrew J. Kujawa
Sherryl A. Kumli
Kerri Kunkel McPhail, in honor of the Wilmoth Family
Lila M. Labarces
Keith Lane
James A. Larkin
Sally and Mark Latina, MD
Elizabeth A. Lee and Marty Oster
Diane Lee
Octavio and Stella Lee
Lillian Lessler
Sylvia Z. Levien, in memory of Nance Huckenbeck
Pauline Li
Shan Lin, MD
Linda C. Linck
Shengjiang Shawn Liu, PhD
Daniel Long
Theda M. Lord
Alejandro Lugo
The Lundberg Donor Advised Fund
Erin Manning
Larry Mar and Losa Wong
John McCormick
Charles and Joan McHugh
Rev. Alexander and Mary McLachlan Charitable Fund
Bruce McMillan
Beth and Carl V. Migliazzo, MD 
Bryce N. Mochrie
Barbara and Michael Monsler
James R. Morano, PhD
Madelyn Morey’s Charitable Fund 
Dan and Roslynn Morgan Charitable Fund
Lawrence and Elizabeth Morris
Robert E. Morris, Jr.
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Dr. and Mrs. Alan R. Morse
Renae Mortensen
Michael and Barbara Mueller
Robert F. Mull
Tomas Navratil, PhD
Carolyn M. Neerhof
Mr. and Mrs. Carl F. Neuman
David P. Nixon
Howard Nodell
Carol and William North
Dona and Gary D. Novack, PhD
Patrick and Nancy Nowak
Estate of Thomas Parissidi
Marydean M. Patterson
Terri-Diann Pickering, MD
Julie Pidgeon
Zorian Pinsky
Robert L. Pondelicek
Mrs.Trevanion Pope
Dr. Anthony C. Porretta, in honor of  
    Dr. Bruce Silverman
Hardy and Ellie Prentice
Regina M. Purin
Sunita Radhakrishnan, MD
Richard and Susan Randolph
Estrellita Redus
Enrico Reguzzoni
Edward Richard
Rane R. Richardson
Merton Leslie Rima
Nathan Roberts
The John A. Rodger Jr. Foundation Inc.
Jason Rodrigues
Amy Romano
Roberta Rosell
Patricia and Robert C. Rospenda
Henry and Gloria Roth
Janis L. Roth
JoEllen and Jim Rudolph
M. Duane Rutledge
Angelena J. Sakalay Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Samuelson
H. Anna Sanders
Robert and Jennifer Sawyer
Charles L. Schmidt
John M. Schultz
Arthur and Linda Schwartz
Helen Scott, in memory of Carol McDaniels
Susan and John Shaffer 
Rupa D. Dharia
Dr. and Mrs. Brett Sheppard 
The Joanne and Jerry Siegal Foundation 
Siemaska Family Foundation
I. Paul Singh, MD
Mary Richter Skuce
Denis and Debbie Slavich
Oluwatosin Smith, MD
Laine and Carl Smith
Jody Smyers
Jeffrey and Nancy Soluri
Dorothy Spencer
Suzanne Spitzer

Alcon and the Alcon Foundation, Inc.
Allergan, Inc., an AbbVie Company and 
    the Allergan Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. F.T. Barr
Marian M. Dohrmann*
Edward Joseph Daly Foundation
Michele and Steven T. Kirsch
Estate of Harriet N. MacGregor*
Estate of Blanche C.  Matthias*
Charlot and Dennis E. Singleton
Frank Stein* and Paul S. May*
Liz Stratton*
The Henry A. Sutro Trust*
Mona and Edward Zander

*Deceased and/or estate gifts

The Cornerstone Society is our new 
leadership recognition level for 
individuals and organizations whose 
cumulative gifts to Glaucoma Research 
Foundation total $1 million or more. 
Membership is based on outright 
gifts and pledge commitments as 
well as irrevocable planned gifts. 
Cumulative lifetime giving totals are 
calculated at the close of each fiscal 
year (June 30). Our special thanks 
to Mona Zander, who inspired this 
giving society, and serves as Chair. 

THE CORNERSTONE SOCIETY

David and Linda Stallard, in honor of  
    Jennifer Frazier
Naomi and Robert Stamper, MD
The John and Louise Steegstra 
    Memorial Fund
David M. Stein and Kathryn I. Fleischer
Karen Carlson Sugarman
The Henry A. Sutro Trust
Genevieve M. Szuba
Victor Tan, in honor of  
    Drs. Iwach and Lin
Susan Thompson
Marian and Julius Tills Endowment 
    Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
    Community Foundation
Elizabeth L. Travers
Trial Runners
Carolyn and Matthew Vanderberg
Margrit and Jack Vanderryn
Jacques Verdier, in memory of  
    Alexandra V. Verdier
Don and Mary Wacker
Vanessa Waddell
Margo Walker
Christopher and Mary Walter
Craig Weflen
Robert N. Weinreb, MD, in honor of  
    Dr. Adrienne Graves and Tom Brunner
Wendy Weisler
Rishard Weitz
Ben C. Wong
Bruce and Katrina Woodske
David Franklin Worthen
Carla Wright
Ratna K. Yadla, MD in memory of  
    Dr. Nalini Yadla
Catharine Yost
Cheryl E. Zabel
Marc L. Zimmermann
M.P. and B.J. Zimprich
Marion Zola, in memory of Sam Urcis
And three anonymous gifts

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS 

We are grateful to the more than  
5,200 donors who contributed in fiscal 
year 2023 to forward our mission. 
Thank you for your steadfast support. 

This honor roll is composed of 
contributors of $1,000 or more  
from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023.  
If your name has been omitted  
or there is an error in the listing,  
please notify us at 251 Post Street, 
Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94108  
or call 415-986-3162 ext. 231. 



Steven Aberblatt
Jean and Robert Arovas
MariLynn Bagienski
Andrew Balaban
Diana Belliveau
Barbara Jean Bethune
Frances O. Blair
Roger Brickey
Sarah and Bill Brown
Wallace and Thomas M. Brunner
Joan M. Burton
John and Julie Cohen
Marie H. Cole
CJ Collins
Laurie Corona
The Arlene J. Cumberland 
    Revocable Trust
Molly Dahms
Ellen Cecilia DeWitt
Donald J. Digby, MD
Sharon Entwistle
Arla Escontrias
Charleen Evans-Thomas, EdD
Richard Fenner
John Filozof
Judith A. Fincher
Marina L. Flores

Meredith L. Gale
Carol A. Gasiorek
Joanne Gearheart
E. Y. and William O. Geisert
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Grace
Michael Graham
Adrienne L. Graves, PhD
Nancy M. Graydon
Gloria Greenlee
Frank Reed Haney
Ron Strickland and  
    Christine Hartmann
Barbara Hegel
Andrew G. Iwach, MD
Virginia Johansen-Hudnall
Esther Jones
Robert Knueven
Diane Korte
Laurence Lande
Sharon Leahy
Elizabeth A. Lee and Marty Oster
Lawrence S. Lipkind, DDS
Charles K. Long
Richard Malm
Scott Myers
Dolores Nieves
Nunes Living Trust
Marnay O’Neal
Natalie Perr

The Blanche Matthias Society recognizes those individuals who have 
included Glaucoma Research Foundation in their estate plans.  
We are grateful to the following individuals that have notified 
us of their intent to include us as a beneficiary in their wills, 
trusts, or other investment vehicles. 

THE BLANCHE MATTHIAS SOCIETY

Patricia A. Pomerleau
Linda Prout
Barbara J. Ritzenthaler
Cheryle Rost
JoEllen and Jim Rudolph
Marianne Seidenberger
Ernest and Geraldine Smith
Mrs. Mildred Snodgrass
Rita Sokel
Mary Ann Spicer
Arthur S. Takahara
Arlene and Irving Tashlick
Charles M. Vadalabene
Brian P. Vaughan
Rebecca and Steven Vilendrer 
Mel Walker
Rose Walsh
Catherine and Charles Wilmoth
Craig T. Woodbury
And seven anonymous members

Listing as of June 30, 2023.  
For more information on  
the Blanche Matthias Society, 
visit our website at  
glaucoma.org/legacy or 
contact us at  415-986-3162.
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