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ac.cel.er.ate
1. to cause to move faster
2. to bring about at an earlier time
3. to hasten the progress or development of

ON THE COVER: Karthik Shekhar, PhD, Catalyst for a Cure scientist at UC Berkeley 
                               working to discover cures for glaucoma and neurodegeneration.

Thank you for your tremendous generosity and support throughout 
2025. ​Your contributions are making a real impact!

This year, we continued funding two dynamic Catalyst for a Cure 
initiatives. Both are making excellent progress publishing their 
discoveries as they seek to restore vision lost from glaucoma, and 
exploring new treatment targets for neurodegenerative diseases 
that could lead to novel cures. 

​We also funded nine new Shaffer Grants for Innovative Glaucoma 
Research, supporting early-career scientists and novel research 
projects. Our outreach and education programs made significant 
strides in 2025, as we provided valuable information and hope to 
glaucoma patients, families, and caregivers. 

In addition, we launched our exciting new Treatment Accelerator 
Initiative. The Accelerator is a bold new program that supports our 
mission by bridging the critical gap between scientific discovery and 
real-world treatments — moving potential therapies out of the lab and 
into patient care faster than ever before, offering hope to millions.​

Research breakthroughs are only possible with the ongoing support of 
generous donors like you. ​The promising discoveries that marked 2025 
have provided the essential next steps for a future free from glaucoma. ​

Thank you for your continued support. ​

Accelerating Discovery — Advancing Hope

Thomas M. Brunner
President and CEO

Andrew G. Iwach, MD
Chair, Board of Directors
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Fostering collaboration. Speeding a cure. 

We are accelerating the path to a cure and 
new treatments that prevent glaucoma, 
preserve vision, and restore sight.

We provide critical funding for creative 
research projects, attract talented 
scientiststo the field of glaucoma, and 
advance research discoveries toward 
new treatments and cures.

We share knowledge, insight, resources, and 
inspiration, empowering people affected by 
glaucoma. We establish ambitious research 
goals because we believe this inspires hope 
and promotes excellence.

We bring everyone affected by glaucoma 
— patients, families, doctors, researchers 
— together to learn from and support each 
other. We believe scientific collaboration 
stimulates new ideas, speeds outcomes, 
and enables efficient operations.

Discovery

Collaboration

Innovation

Inspiring Hope

Our bold vision: a future free from glaucoma.

59% Research

23% Education

13% Fundraising

5%   Administration

EXPENSES

Statement of Activities for the Year Ended June 30, 2025 (audited) 

Since 1978, we have funded groundbreaking laboratory and clinical 
research that is changing the course of glaucoma care. Our work 
would not be possible without the generosity and dedication of 
people like you who share our deep commitment to a future free 
from glaucoma, for everyone.

More than 88% of our revenue comes from individuals. Thank you!
We receive no government funding.

88% Individuals

8% Investments

4%   Conferences

REVENUE
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RESEARCH PROGRESS:

From Breakthroughs to New Treatments

After decades of strategic investment in 
glaucoma research, GRF-funded scientists 
have recently identified promising 
neuroprotective therapies — treatments that 
could preserve and even restore vision. But 
discovery is just the beginning.

Turning these breakthroughs into approved, 
accessible treatments requires rigorous 
testing, navigation of regulatory pathways, 
and significant funding. In 2025, Glaucoma 
Research Foundation established the 
Treatment Accelerator Initiative to advance 
discoveries through preclinical studies and 
into Phase 1 clinical trials. 

By funding this pivotal stage, our goal is to 
deliver sight-saving therapies to patients 
sooner. The Accelerator provides funding 
and resources needed to advance novel 
therapies and attract venture capital and 
industry investment for additional clinical 
research and approval — resulting in a 
much shorter pathway to new sight-saving 
treatments for patients.

Through generous donations, supporters of 
Glaucoma Research Foundation are making 
this unique and important progress possible.

GRF’s new Treatment 
Accelerator program will ensure 
that the most groundbreaking 
new ideas don’t get lost in 
translation from bench to 
bedside. This exciting initiative 
will allow us to bridge the 
knowledge and funding gap 
that keeps so many burgeoning 
treatments from helping the 
patients they are intended for.”

Cynthia Steel, PhD, MBA
Chief Scientific Officer at GRF

Catalyst for a Cure — Glaucoma Research Foundation’s 
flagship collaborative research program — brings together 
scientists and glaucoma specialists to study glaucoma, 
find better treatments, and accelerate progress toward 
vision restoration and a cure. Launched in 2002, multiple 
teams of Catalyst for a Cure investigators have made 
groundbreaking discoveries.
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Catalyst for a Cure (CFC) is an interdisciplinary 
approach that demonstrates the power 
of collaboration in scientific research. This 
research is crucial for patients because 
Catalyst for a Cure investigators are pioneering 
new types of treatments for glaucoma.

CFC3 — the third team of CFC investigators — 
is the Catalyst for a Cure Vision Restoration 
Initiative. Initiated in 2019 and currently 
funded through 2027, the CFC3 researchers 
are pooling their expertise and resources 
to explore multiple avenues of research 
simultaneously:

•	 Retinal ganglion cell (RGC) transplantation,
•	 Neuroprotection, and
•	 Optic nerve regeneration.

Research on RGC transplantation could lead 
to methods that restore vision by replacing 
damaged cells, offering hope for patients 
who have lost vision due to glaucoma. 
Strategies to protect and regenerate 
optic nerves could prevent vision loss and 
potentially restore connectivity between 
the eye and the brain. The team is testing 
multiple neuroprotective molecules in 
combination, which may lead to more 
effective treatments.

The Catalyst for a Cure 3
The Vision Restoration Initiative

Collaborating closely, the CFC3 
team has pushed research on 
neuroprotection and regeneration 
in glaucoma pre-clinical models 
to new frontiers. The prospects 
for translating these discoveries 
to new therapies has never been 
more compelling.”

Jeffrey L. Goldberg, MD, PhD
Byers Eye Institute, Stanford University 
Chair, CFC3 Scientific Advisors

Xin Duan, PhD

Professor, Department of Ophthalmology 
and Physiology

Weill Institute for Neurosciences, 
University of California, San Francisco

Yang Hu, MD, PhD

Professor, Department of Ophthalmology

Stanford University School of Medicine

Anna La Torre, PhD

Professor, Department of Cell Biology and Human Anatomy

School of Medicine, University of California, Davis

Derek Welsbie, MD, PhD

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology, San Diego 
Shiley Eye Institute

University of California, San Diego

CFC3 PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS
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Launched in 2022, the fourth in  
Glaucoma Research Foundation’s Catalyst 
for a Cure series pursues one of our most 
confounding medical challenges: how 
to prevent and cure diseases that, like 
glaucoma, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), occur 
when key cells in the central nervous 
system deteriorate and die — a process 
known as neurodegeneration.

The CFC4 investigators in the 
Neurodegeneration Initiative have been 
testing specific tissues to compare between 
Alzheimer’s disease, glaucoma, and 
gliomas. Using bioinformatics techniques, 
they analyzed existing genetic data and 
their initial experimental data. Their results 
suggest several potential common targets 
for new treatments. The team plans to 
continue their analysis of tissue from 
normal and disease models and from 
patients with these diseases. Their goal is 
to discover common molecular and cellular 
pathways across the three diseases of the 
central nervous system that could be used 
to advance diagnosis and treatment of 
these blinding and fatal diseases.

The Catalyst for a Cure 4
The Melza M. and Frank Theodore Barr Foundation Catalyst
for a Cure Initiative to Prevent and Cure Neurodegeneration

This year, the CFC4 team made exciting discoveries, from novel 
immune cells at the optic nerve head to new pathways linking 
brain and eye diseases. Most importantly, they bring us closer to 
therapies that slow disease progression and 
protect sight.”

Adriana Di Polo, PhD
University of Montreal
Chair, CFC4 Scientific Advisors

Sandro Da Mesquita, PhD

Assistant Professor, Department of Neuroscience

Meningeal Lymphatics and Neurological Disorders Lab, 
Mayo Clinic

Milica Margeta, MD, PhD

Physician and Surgeon, Massachusetts Eye and Ear

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, 
Harvard Medical School

Humsa Venkatesh, PhD

Assistant Professor, Program in Neuroscience

Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
Harvard Medical School

Karthik Shekhar, PhD

Assistant Professor, Department of Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering

Faculty Scientist, Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory

Member, Helen Wills Neuroscience Institute, 
University of California Berkeley

CFC4 PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS
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Glaucoma Research Foundation has funded more than 
300 one-year Shaffer Research Grants. Each $55,000 grant 
provides critical funds for investigators to pursue innovative 
research to advance the scientific understanding of glaucoma. 
These investments have led to new therapeutics, diagnostics, 
and treatments to save vision for glaucoma patients.

2025 Shaffer Grants for 
Innovative Glaucoma Research

2025 Shaffer Research Prize: James Tribble, PhD

The Shaffer Prize recognizes a researcher whose recent project 
best exemplifies the pursuit of innovative ideas in the quest to 
better understand and cure glaucoma.

Current treatments for glaucoma slow disease progression 
but are not effective for some patients. Our goal is to learn 
more about the process of inflammation in glaucoma, how 
it may be suppressed without harming the retina’s immune 
system, and potentially find new neuroprotective drugs 
which may be of benefit to glaucoma patients.”

 James Tribble, PhD
Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden

Joel Palko, MD
West Virginia University School of 
Medicine

PROJECT:
Impact of Low Blood Pressure on 
ONH Biomechanics in Glaucoma

Funded by The Arlene Anthony Grant 
for Innovative Glaucoma Research

Shruthi Karnam, PhD
University of California, Berkeley

PROJECT:
Targeting Lipoxin B4 for 
Reversing Astrocyte-Mediated 
Neuroinflammation in Glaucoma

Funded by The Larry Haimovitch Grant
for Innovation in Ophthalmology

Richard Eva, PhD
King’s College London

PROJECT:
Pro-Tect and Restore: Developing 
Pro-trudinPlus Gene Therapy

Funded by The Mary Dell Hibbert 
Glaucoma Research Fund

Steven Barnes, PhD
Doheny Eye Institute, UCLA

PROJECT:
Intrinsic Ion Channels Reduce 
Excitability During Energy Stress

Fiona McDonnell, PhD
Moran Eye Center, University of Utah

PROJECT:
Extracellular Vesicle Regulation of 
ECM in the Lamina Cribrosa

Funded by The Frank Stein and Paul S. May Grants 
for Innovative Glaucoma Research

Balasankara Reddy Kaipa, PhD
University of California, Irvine

PROJECT:
The Genetics of Glaucoma: Lipid 
nanoparticle-mediated delivery of 
base editor ribonucleoprotein complex 
targeting the trabecular meshwork for 
the treatment of glaucoma

Funded by The Zander Family Research Fund 
for Glaucoma Genetics

Supraja Varadarajan, PhD
University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center

PROJECT:
The Role of Postsynaptic Targets in 
Preserving Vision

Vidhya Rao, PhD
Loyola University Chicago

PROJECT:
Role of Nicotinamide Adenine 
Dinucleotide Phosphate (NADPH) 
Oxidase-4 (NOX4) induced 
mitochondrial dysfunction in Primary 
Open Angle Glaucoma

Funded by The Rajen Savjani Fund
for Innovative Glaucoma Research

Karl Kador, PhD
University of Missouri–Kansas City

PROJECT:
Reintroducing Developmentally 
Regulated Guidance Factors to the 
Optic Nerve

Funded by The Linda and Gary Sirak 
Glaucoma Research Fund
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In addition to funding critical glaucoma research, Glaucoma 
Research Foundation is the leading source of glaucoma 
information for patients and their families. Those affected 
by glaucoma turn to GRF to understand the disease, learn 
more about treatments, and receive updates on new medical 
therapies to prevent blindness from glaucoma.

Inspiration. Information. Insight.

Our free 40-page booklet is available in 
print, to download online, or to listen 
to in audio format. We make additional 
patient education publications available 
to doctors to provide to their patients. 
The annual Glaucoma Patient Summit 
is an in-person event where patients 
and caregivers connect to share their 
experiences and hear from doctors and 
scientists about research progress and 
the latest treatment options.

Understanding and Living 
with Glaucoma

Presented throughout the year by GRF 
keep you informed about the latest 
research updates and tips for healthy 
living with glaucoma. Watch patient 
story videos and on-demand webinars 
on our website and the Glaucoma 
Research Foundation YouTube channel 
(@GRFvideos).

Webinars and Virtual Lectures

Our annual in-person event in San 
Francisco includes a fundraising gala, 
an innovation forum with the goal 
of speeding new treatments, and 
continuing education courses for 
practicing eye doctors. 

Glaucoma 360

Our informative free newsletter is available 
monthly by email and in print 3 times a year 
by postal mail.

Gleams

The week I was diagnosed 
with glaucoma was also the 
week I researched and found 
out about the Patient Summit 
a few weeks away and within 
driving distance. All of the good 
information on the GRF website 
and from the Summit helped me 
to feel hope rather than panic.”

Kristi Bennett

As a glaucoma patient, I look 
to GRF for information about 
innovative research that will 
one day lead to a cure — and 
hope is a great medicine. Many 
thanks for your work.”

Sheila Hamanaka
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The small, dedicated staff at GRF is complemented by a large group of 
expert advisors. Our GRF Ambassadors are a national leadership group 
of eye doctors dedicated to improving access to educational materials 
for all glaucoma patients.

Scientific Advisors

CFC3 ADVISORY BOARD

Larry Benowitz, PhD
Harvard Medical School,
Boston Children’s Hospital

Valeria Canto-Soler, PhD
University of Colorado

Jeffrey L. Goldberg, MD, PhD
Stanford University

Zhigang He, PhD, BM
Harvard Medical School,
Boston Children’s Hospital

CFC4 ADVISORY BOARD

Guojun Bu, PhD
Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology 

Adriana Di Polo, PhD
University of Montreal

Shane Liddelow, PhD
NYU Langone Health

Sally Temple, PhD
Neural Stem Cell Institute,
University at Albany, NY

Monica L. Vetter, PhD
University of Utah School of 
Medicine

SHAFFER GRANT ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

George A. Cioffi, MD
Columbia University College 
of Physicians and Surgeons

Adriana Di Polo, PhD
University of Montreal

Brad Fortune, OD, PhD
Devers Eye Institute,
Legacy Research Institute

David S. Friedman, MD, 
PhD, MPH
Harvard Medical School,
Massachusetts Eye and Ear

Christopher A. Girkin, MD
UC San Diego Shiley Eye 
Institute

Jeff Gross, PhD
University of Texas at Austin

Steven L. Mansberger, MD, 
MPH
Devers Eye Institute
Legacy Health

Felipe A. Medeiros, MD, PhD
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Jason S. Meyer, PhD
Indiana University

Ahmara Gibbons Ross, MD, 
PhD
University of Pennsylvania,
Scheie Eye Institute

Joel S. Schuman, MD, FACS
Wills Eye Hospital

W. Daniel Stamer, PhD, 
FARVO
Duke University

Ernst R. Tamm, MD
University of Regensburg,
Germany

Monica L. Vetter, PhD
University of Utah

Janey L. Wiggs, MD, PhD
Harvard Medical School,
Massachusetts Eye and Ear

Our Team

GRF Ambassadors

CHAIR
Sahar Bedrood, MD, PhD

Nandita Anand, MD
Karun Singh Arora, MD
Stuart F. Ball, MD
Laura Barna, MD
Robert J. Barnes, MD
Arpine Barsegian, MD
Michael S. Berlin, MD
Amanda Kiely Bicket, MD, 
MSE
Kathryn Bollinger, MD
Courtney Bovee, MD
Ninita Brown, MD, PhD
Dean Carlson, MD
Aimee C. Chang, MD
John S. Cohen, MD
Rachel Davis, MD, MS
Robert J. Derick, MD
Amish Doshi, MD
Doreen Fazio, MD
Robert Feldman, MD
Laura C. Fine, MD
Gloria P. Fleming, MD
Kathryn B. Freidl, MD
Reena Garg, MD
Annette L. Giangiacomo, MD
David Gilbert, MD
Madhu S. Gorla, MD
Linda Greff, MD
Davinder Grover, MD, MPH
Agnes Huang, MD
Andrew G. Iwach, MD
Dan Jewelewicz, MD
Mona Kaleem, MD
Anup Khatana, MD
Douglas Kohl, MD
Michael S. Korey, MD
Rohit Krishna, MD
Rishi Kumar, MD
Mark A. Latina, MD
Linda Lawrence, MD
Shan Lin, MD

Valentina Lozano, MD
Charles McMahon, MD
Anne Miller, MD
Laurey Mogil, MD
Johann Ohly, MD
Constance O. Okeke, MD, 
MSCE
David J. Palmer, MD
Joseph Panarelli, MD
Terri-Diann Pickering, MD
James Plotnik, MD, FACS
Andrew Prince, MD
Lorraine M. Provencher, MD
Mary Qiu, MD
Andrew Rabinowitz, MD
Sunita Radhakrishnan, MD
George Reiss, MD
David Richardson, MD
Ahmara Gibbons Ross, MD, 
PhD
Michael Sakamoto, MD
Sarwat Salim, MD, FACS
Thomas W. Samuelson, MD
Keith Sanford, MD
Sonja W. Schluter, MD, MPH
Arthur L. Schwartz MD
Gail F. Schwartz, MD
Brian Shafer, MD
My Le Shaw, MD
Rajesh Shetty, MD
Sandra Sieminski, MD
Inder Paul Singh, MD
Oluwatosin Smith, MD
Michael Stiles, MD
Shigemi Sugiki, MD
Thomas Tayeri, MD
Sarah H. Van Tassel, MD
Zak Vest, MD
Steven Vold, MD
Monisha Vora, MD
Brian Welcome, MD
Mark Werner, MD
Ruth Williams, MD
Jeffrey Zink, MD

Board of Directors

OFFICERS

BOARD CHAIR
Andrew G. Iwach, MD
Glaucoma Center of San 
Francisco, San Francisco, CA

PRESIDENT AND CEO
Thomas M. Brunner
Glaucoma Research 
Foundation, San Francisco, CA

VICE CHAIR
Ruth D. Williams, MD
Wheaton Eye Clinic,  
Wheaton, IL

SECRETARY
Rick Halprin, CPA
Director of Professional 
Affairs (Retired),  
Colleyville, TX

TREASURER
Charles R. Wilmoth
Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management,  
San Francisco, CA

DIRECTORS

Frederick H. Brinkmann
Director, Information 
Technology (Retired),  
Santa Rosa, CA

John G. Flanagan, PhD, 
FCOptom
University of California, 
Berkeley

Nancy S. Forster
Forster & Associates 
Consulting, LLC (Retired),
San Francisco, CA

David S. Friedman, MD, 
PhD, MPH
Harvard Medical School,
Massachusetts Eye and Ear

Adrienne L. Graves, PhD
Independent Director,
San Francisco, CA

Linda C. Linck
Delta Gamma Foundation,
Lafayette, CA

Terri-Diann Pickering, MD
Glaucoma Center of San 
Francisco, San Francisco, CA

Dennis E. Singleton
Spieker Partners,  
Menlo Park, CA

Oluwatosin U. Smith, MD
Glaucoma Associates of 
Texas, Dallas, TX

Robert L. Stamper, MD
University of California,
San Francisco (Retired)

Tracy M. Valorie, BS, MBA
TMV Associates, LLC,
Stonington, CT

FOUNDERS

John Hetherington, Jr., MD
(1930 - 2020)

H. Dunbar Hoskins, Jr., MD
(1940 – 2024)

Robert N. Shaffer, MD
(1912 - 2007)

HONORARY 
ADVISORY BOARD

F. T. Barr
Afex International, Inc.
Houston, TX

June Behrendt Otto
The Edward J. Daly 
Foundation,
San Francisco, CA

Sarah Brown
San Francisco, CA

Steven Kirsch
Los Altos, CA

Roger McGuinn
Windemere, FL

David E. I. Pyott
Allergan, Inc. (Retired),
Avon, CO

Cary R. Rayment
Alcon, Inc. (Retired),
Cle Elum, WA

Mona Zander
Hailey, ID

Professional Staff

Thomas M. Brunner
President and CEO

Nancy M. Graydon
Executive Director of 
Development and Chief 
Operating Officer

Cynthia Steel, PhD, MBA
Chief Scientific Officer

Judah Crossland
Senior Director of 
Development

Michelle de Elizalde
Director, Research and 
Patient Programs

Andrew L. Jackson
Director of Communications

Catalina San Agustin
Director of Operations

Morgan Velarde
Director of Philanthropic
Engagement and 
Communications

Brizette Castellanos
Manager, Digital Media & 
Engagement

Katherine Grillo
Development Manager

Maxson Thomas
Individual and Corporate 
Giving Officer

Lauren Ebner
Administrative Assistant
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Statement of Activities for the year ended June 30, 2025 (audited)

2025 Financial Report

Thanks to our generous donors, Fiscal 2025 was a record year with total revenue of 
$8.5 million. Total assets were a record $16.5 million. Glaucoma Research Foundation 
earned Charity Navigator’s highest 4-star rating again for the 9th year in a row, 
recognizing the organization’s strong financial health and commitment to accountability 
and transparency. In addition, we meet all 20 of the Better Business Bureau’s Standards 
for Charity Accountability. Our audited financial report may be found on our website.

NET ASSETS WITHOUT
DONOR RESTRICTIONS 

NET ASSETS WITH
DONOR RESTRICTIONS TOTAL TOTAL

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
    Donations and Bequests 2,064,745 7,125,667 9,190,412
    Special Events, net of expenses 381,021 381,021
    Other Income/Reductions 87,997 87,997
    Investment Income 554,697 333,656 888,353
    Change in value of charitable trusts (20,951) (20,951)
    Conference/Forum income 391,458 391,458
    Assets released from restrictions 5,012,719 (5,012,719)

Total Revenue, Gains, and Support $  8,492,637 $ 2,425,653 $ 10,918,290 

EXPENSES
    Research Programs 5,554,455
    Education Programs 2,102,405
    Administration 523,096
    Fundraising 1,185,961

Total Expenses $ 9,365,917

5,554,455
2,102,405

523,096
1,185,961

$ 9,365,917

Change in Net Assets (873,280) 2,425,653 1,552,373
    Net Assets, beginning of year 5,993,401 7,540,521 13,533,922

Net Assets, end of year $ 5,120,121   $ 9,966,174   $ 15,086,295

4,066,864
1,883,527

228,289
1,074,300

$ 7,252,980

638,981
12,894,941

  $ 13,533,922

6,473,014
369,881

12,223
578,681

(2,018)
460,180

$ 7,891,961 

2025 2024

Statement of Financial Position as of June 30, 2025 (audited)

2025 2024Assets

CURRENT ASSETS
    Cash 3,497,922 3,643,453
    Pledges and bequests receivable 1,758,440 1,406,889
    Prepaid expenses 162,566 167,026
    Booklet inventory 31,876 31,480
    Right of use assets 77,861 164,786
    Total Current Assets $ 5,528,665 $ 5,413,634

NON-CURRENT ASSETS
    Pledges and bequests receivable
    (net of present value discount and current portion)

4,452,488

    Assets held in trust (at market value)
    Right of use assets, long term, net

62,594
306,915

    Investments (at market value) 2,635,867
    Furniture and equipment (net of depreciation) 216,720
    Permanently restricted cash 3,342,500
    Total Non-current Assets   $ 11,017,084

Total Assets  $ 16,545,749

2,233,976

60,838
3,343,804

243,825
3,342,500

  $ 9,224,943

 $ 14,638,577

Liabilities and Net Assests

CURRENT LIABILITIES
    Accounts payable and accrued expenses 279,019
    Trusts, distributions payable, current portion 4,594
    Grants payable
    Lease liabilities

747,500

    Total Current Liabilities $ 1,108,974

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

    Liabilities to trust beneficiaries (at present value) 43,565
    Total Liabilities $ 1,459,454

NET ASSETS
     Net assets without donor restrictions 5,120,121
     Net assets with donor restrictions 9,966,174
    Total Net Assets $ 15,086,295

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $ 16,545,749

20,988
    Lease liabilities, long term 306,915

$ 1,104,655

5,993,401
7,540,521

$ 13,533,922

 $ 14,638,577

77,861

139,417
4,464

775,000

$ 1,083,667
164,786
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Reay H. Brown, MD
Bill and Sarah W. Brown
Jill and Michael Chmura
Robert H. & Terri L. Cohn 
Family Foundation
J. Andy Corley
Nancy and Henry DeNero
Clark Giles
Teri and Andy Goodman
Adrienne Graves, PhD
Davis and Kusek Family Fund
The Donald F. Larroche and 
Norma J. Larroche 1989 
Trust

Mark R. and Rae N. 
Lembersky

The Daisy May Fund
James F. Melton
Lorraine Mizuno
Andrew N. Okumoto
Pfund Family Foundation
Paulette Politsch
Molly and David E.I. Pyott
Sonja Schluter, MD, MPH
Helen Scott
Ernest and Geraldine Smith
Robert H. Soroka and Sandra 
L. Soroka Trust

Tomoko Takami and Richard 
Berkins

Sally O. and Timothy White
Olive Kemp Whitley Trust
Catherine and Charles 
Wilmoth
Margaret A. Wilson
Dr. James and Elizabeth Wise
And one anonymous gift

CATALYST CIRCLE

$5,000 to $9,999
Jean and Robert Arovas
Joseph Auth and Jennifer I. 
Yuan
Abby Perr Baker and Thomas 
Baker

Mark Brennan, DDS
Patrick and Elizabeth 
Bushman
Jennifer and David Cardy

President’s Club
$1,000 to $4,999
Applied Materials
Caterpillar Foundation
Delta Gamma, Diablo Valley 
Alumnae Chapter

Fidelity Brokerage Services, 
LLC
Google Gift Matching 
Program
Liberty Mutual Group, Inc.
Market Scope, LLC
Matthew 6:3 Fund
Mega Hertz
Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Program

MyEyes
Nanodropper
Ophthalmic Mutual 
Insurance Company
Pacific Power Foundation
PeriVision SA
Smartlens, Inc.
Stanley Black & Decker, Inc.

Individuals, Estates, & 
Family Foundations

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Cornerstone 
$1,000,000+
Melza M. and Frank Theodore 
Barr Foundation, Inc.
John and Daria Barry 
Foundation

Visionaries
$200,000 to $999,999
Mary S. Auvil Trust
And one anonymous gift

Benefactors
$100,000 to $199,999
Nancy and Patrick Forster
The Rajen Savjani Fund
Charlot and Dennis E. 
Singleton

Richard and Carolyn Sloane

We express our deepest appreciation to all our donors. Each gift makes a 
difference and assists us with forwarding our important mission to cure 
glaucoma and restore vision through innovative research.  

In Appreciation

The following is a listing of 
contributors of $1,000 or 
more from July 1, 2024 to 
June 30, 2025

Corporations & 
Foundations

Founders 
$50,000 to $199,999
AbbVie
Alcon Laboratories, Inc.
Bausch + Lomb
Edward Joseph Daly 
Foundation
Glaukos Corporation

Pacesetters
$25,000 to $49,999
Perceive Pharma, Inc.

Patrons
$10,000 to $24,999
AbbVie Foundation
Bank of America Matching 
Gifts
Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc.
Heidelberg Engineering, Inc.
Icare USA, Inc.
Medical Research Charities
New World Medical, Inc.
Nova Eye Medical
PLU Ophthalmic
Santen, Inc.
Sight Sciences, Inc.
Sun Ophthalmics
Thea Pharma, Inc.
Topcon Healthcare

Sponsors
$5,000 to $9,999
Classic Harvest
Delta Gamma Foundation
Neighbor To Nation
Nidek, Inc.
Seonix Bio
ViaLase, Inc.

Founders 
$50,000 to $99,999
Arlene Anthony and Thomas 
Bradshaw
The Richard and Arline Baca 
Trust
Estate of Yvonne J. Dansby
Destino Fund of the Marin 
Community Foundation, in 
memory of Larry

The Barry Friedberg and 
Charlotte Moss Family 
Foundation

Mary Dell Hibbert
Shirley Y. Iwatani Trust
Rubin - Obstgarten - Cohn 
FAMILY
Gary and Linda Sirak
Anu and Matthew Tate
Zander Family Foundation

Pacesetters
$25,000 to $49,999
Deborah Bertram
Courtney Bovee, MD and 
Steven Williams

Wallace and Thomas M. 
Brunner

Birdie and Bob Feldman
Margaret and Russell Garvin
Barbara and William P. Griffin
Sean Ianchulev, MD, MPH
Elizabeth Kinstler
Lawrence E. and Iris C. Lerner 
Charitable Fund

Dhun Mehta
Mellam Family Foundation
Frank Pizzimenti
Michael and Tania W. 
Stepanian
Elaine and Alan G. Weiler

Patrons
$10,000 to $24,999
Jen Ablon
Rettig P. Benedict, Jr. and 
Michele Benedict

Eugene Michael Bleth Estate
Lori and Allen Bouch
Cynthia and Frederick 
Brinkmann

CD&R Foundation
Hildegarde D. Eiler Estate
Andy Gill and Margie 
Caldwell-Gill

Bob Hermann and Dan 
Joraanstad
Judy Huang Lewis and John 
Lewis
Andrew G. Iwach, MD
Marc and Sara Johnson
Stanley R. Jones
Roberta R.W. Kameda
Gail and Fred Kittler
Thomas and Jahanna Knight
Nancy and Glenn Koch
Elizabeth A. Lee and Marty 
Oster

Donald C. Loesch Unitrust
Judith A. Luce
Danna McDonough
Deborah A. Meyer
Jo Ann and Bernard Miller
Lawrence and Elizabeth 
Morris
Judith and Charles R. 
Munnerlyn, PhD
Angela Nomellini and 
Kenneth E. Olivier
John E. Olsen
Antoinette Orlando
Denise and Sam Polakoff
Mr. John David Peggs
Trevanion H. Pope
Mike Rankin
Janet and Cary R. Rayment
Elaine C. Riccio
Deborah Rieman, PhD
Paula and Rodger Riney
Dennis W. Robbins
The Rhett and Xin Schiffman 
Charitable Fund

Sandy and L. Tadd Schwab 
Carl and Madelaine Smith 
Family Fund
Spitzer Family Foundation
Naomi and Robert Stamper, 
MD

Margie and Butch Standerfer
Frank Strick Foundation, Inc.
Catherine and Richard Tate
TIF Foundation Fund
Yang Wang
Ruth D. Williams, MD 
Adelaide Zabriskie
And two anonymous gifts

 

The Cornerstone Society

The Cornerstone Society recognizes 
individuals and organizations whose 
cumulative gifts to Glaucoma Research 
Foundation total $1 million or more. 
Membership is based on outright gifts 
and pledge commitments as well as 
irrevocable planned gifts. Cumulative 
lifetime giving totals are calculated at the 
close of each fiscal year (June 30).  

Our special thanks to Mona Zander, 
who inspired this giving society, and 
serves as Chair. 

Alcon and the Alcon Foundation, Inc.
Allergan, Inc., (now AbbVie) and the Allergan 
Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. F.T. Barr and the Melza M. and 
Frank Theodore Barr Foundation, Inc.
John and Daria Barry Foundation*
Marian M. Dohrmann†
Edward Joseph Daly Foundation
Nancy and Patrick Forster
Michele and Steven T. Kirsch and the Kirsch 
Foundation
Estate of Harriet N. MacGregor†
Estate of Blanche C.  Matthias†
Charlot and Dennis E. Singleton
Frank Stein† and Paul S. May†

Liz Stratton†
The Henry A. Sutro Trust†
Mona and Edward Zander and the Zander 
Family Foundation 

*	 New member added in 2025
†	 Deceased and/or estate gifts

$1,000 to $4,999
Robert L. Adams, III
James L. Aden
Stan Adler
Kathryn J. Agrell
Geeta Narendra Ahya
Germaine Alfaro
Linda Alkana
John A. Altieri Revocable Trust
Henry and Mary Altman
Robert F. Amrhein
Susan and Michael Andresen
Susan Aquino
K. Arakelian Foundation
Shirley D. Aughtry
G. Victoria Babish
Sharon L. Barlow
Robert Beadle
Lezlie Beam
Harold G. Behl
Kay Bell, Jr.
John W. Bell
Drs. Michael Bergamini and 
Harli Dollinger

William R. Blackmon
Robert F. Blitzer
The Bodri Foundation of 
the Jewish Community 
Endowment

Emily Borland
Donna and Brad Bosley
Marisa Bowen
Breitman Family Foundation, 
Inc.

Thomas Brennan
Arlene Brown
Tim Burdick
William F. Cael Charitable 
Fund
Gretchen and Daniel Cale
Stephen Callahan
Linda J. Camp
Charles Carr
Virginia and Douglas Caston
David Chang, MD
Nilda Chong, MD
Wendy and David Chute
William and Michele Ciganek
Gary Clayton
Nobuko Saito Cleary and Gary 
Cleary, PharmD, PhD

Douglas H. Cleaver
John and Julie Cohen 
George G. Conner, Jr.
Maria Constantinides
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Robert Coté
Ron Cotner
Janet Cramer
Drs. Emmett Cunningham Jr., 
and Sharon Shaw
Nayan and Geeta Dalal
Joseph and Mona Dasbach
Cynthia Dash and Trent 
Novak

Letitia H. Davidson
Eugene de Juan, Jr., MD
Dianne DeBoest
Barbara Deedler
Demmy and Bowden 
Charitable Fund

Donna and Kenneth Derr
Michael and Catherine 
DiBello
Gerhard Dobler
Lynn M. Dodge
Carol Dow
Evelyn Doyle
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen E. 
Doyne
Jeffrey J. Drzazgowski
Kathryn Dumbleton, PhD, 
MCOptom, and John 
G. Flanagan, PhD, DSc, 
FCOptom

Diana Dundore
William Dwyer, MD
Kimberly Eckstein
Howard Edwards
Andrea and David Epstein
Signe Erickson, PhD
Alfred J. Famiano, Jr.
Edward Fernandez
Anthony R. Fisher, PhD
Fluharty Family Fund
Linda Freithaler
Cynthia N. Fried
David S. Friedman, MD, MPH, 
PhD

Paula and Michael Fritschen
Ward Frye
Paul and Rebecca Gacek
Domingo Garcia
Susan and Peter Geib
David I. Gensler
Matt and Doris Gobec Fund 
at the Cleveland Foundation
Stephen Goode, MD
Nancy M. Graydon
Glenn Green
Trinh Green, MD
Gary Greenberg
Elaine S. Greenwald
Eva G. Gregoratos
Cathy and Rod Gremaud
Douglas and Beth Groome
Betsy A. Gubitz
Cynthia P. Haddow

Jean Halferty and David 
Cottingham
Phyllis and Rick Halprin, CPA
Tracy Hammond
Faisal Hasan
Joel Hayden
Tad Heitmann
David Henderson and Amy 
Ramage Lyman

Bruce C. Hermann
Paul Herrmann
Pat Hershey and Joseph A. 
Darrell

Mitch C. Hill
Ralph E. Hoffman
Patricia and Stephen Holst
Rita Hoots
Jerry J. Hornstein, in memory 
of Marie
Donald and Judith Horowitz
Dr. and Mrs. J. Kerry Howell
Loretta Iacono
Jackson Square Partners 
Foundation
Lucy Jacob and Elwood Hyden
Paul Jenkel
Peter and Shirley Johnson
JTZ IV Fund within the 
Community Foundation for 
the Fox Valley Region

Debora and Keith Kaback, MD
Edward Kaplan, PhD
Gary and Rosalind Karlitz
Jerrold Keilson
Alan and Debra Keyes
Jack and Jane Kinkade
Kathleen C. Klocke
William H. Kolb
Bill Kolzow
Michael and Ina Korek 
Foundation Trust
Joel Korte
Drew Koster
Ernest M. Kotlier Giving Fund
Andrew J. Kujawa
Kimberly Kumiega
Youngsun Kwon 
James A. Larkin
LaValle Family Foundation
Alexandra Lawson
Octavio and Stella Lee
Diane Lee
Mark Lesselroth
Christine Lewis
Pauline Li
Linda Linck
Louise Lively
Robert Loeb
Daniel Long
Ed & Betty Manoyan 
Foundation

Larry Mar and Losa Wong

Gary and Jill Matuszak
Thomas and Carol McDade
Jeff McEwen
Charles and Joan McHugh
Rev. Alexander and Mary 
McLachlan Charitable Fund

McNabb Foundation
Beth and Carl V. Migliazzo, 
MD

Markham Miller and Rich 
Martini

Loretta Miramontes, MD
Meena Mohan
Barbara and Michael Monsler
Elizabeth and Michael 
Mooney
Madelyn Morey’s Charitable 
Fund

Dan and Roslynn Morgan 
Charitable Fund
Robert Morris, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Alan R. Morse
Pearl Moskowitz
Tomas Navratil, PhD
Florin Nedelciuc
Carl F. and Stella L. Neuman
David P. Nixon
Howard Nodell
Carol L. North
Dona and Gary D. Novack, 
PhD
Vincent E. O’Brien
Timothy O’Hearn and Carla 
Roeper

Marjorie M. Olson Harmon
Frank and Barbara Pajak
Kristina Maria Panayotoff
Shienal Patel
Karlene Paufler
Zoraida and Gary Payne
Terri-Diann Pickering, MD
Deirdre Porter 
Norma and David Porter
Hardy and Ellie Prentice
Gary and Carla B. 
Randenburger

Caleb R. and Estrellita Redus 
Elizabeth and James Reed
Enrico Reguzzoni
Edward Richard
Lottie M. Richbow
Rosyclar Riera-Schwartz
Merton Leslie Rima
Nathan Roberts
Roberta Rosell
Sandra and William Rosen
Patricia and Robert C. 
Rospenda
Henry and Gloria Roth
Janis L. Roth
Keith Rotolo
JoEllen and Jim Rudolph

Kevin A. Russell
Dr. Emile Sahliyeh
Candi Samansky and Kenneth 
Shulman
John Randall Samples, MD in 
memory of Griff
H. Anna Sanders
Rae M. Sansa
Jorge Santos
Robert and Jennifer Sawyer
The Schill-Lundberg Fund
Sheila and Jim Schlee
Charles L. Schmidt
John M. Schultz
Arthur L. Schwartz, MD
Dan Schwartz, MD
Todd Scott
Kitty Shih and Raymond 
Leong

Saul Siemaska
Marianne K. Silva
Irwin and Ines Silverstein
I. Paul Singh, MD
Sunny Singh
Mary Richter Skuce
Martha and Bill Slavin
Freddye Smith
Oluwatosin Smith, MD
Jody Smyers
Frank Solinski
Jeffrey and Nancy Soluri
Janene K. Sonnega
Dorothy Spencer
Jacqueline Spivak
Amanda and Bruce E. Spivey, 
MD

Paul Sramek
Linda and David Stallard
Joseph and Lois Staula
David M. Stein and Kathryn I. 
Fleischer

Sandra L. Stemler
Carolee C. Sunderland
Flippy and Harold 
Tanenbaum

Stephanie Tansor
Tracy Taylor Everett
Sally Temple, PhD
Dawn Thomas
Judy and Lynn Thomas
Susan and Gary Thompson
Tonis M. Tilk
Marian and Julius Tills 
Endowment Fund of the 
Dallas Jewish Community 
Foundation
Carol and Al Toris
Elizabeth L. Travers
Carlton and Kathleen Tucker
Audrey Turner, EdD
Charles M. Vadalabene
Kavi Vaidya

The Blanche Matthias Society

The Blanche Matthias Society recognizes those individuals who have included 
Glaucoma Research Foundation in their estate plans. Blanche made a significant 
gift through her estate to establish Glaucoma Research Foundation in 1978.  
We are grateful to the following individuals that have notified us of 
their intent to include us as a beneficiary in their wills, trusts, or other 
investment vehicles to further our important work to cure glaucoma. 

Listing as of June 30, 2025. For more information on the Blanche Matthias Society, visit our 
website at glaucoma.org/legacy or contact us at (415) 986-3162.

This honor roll is composed of 
contributors of $1,000 or more 
from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 
2025. If your name has been 
omitted or there is an error in 
the listing, please notify us at 
131 Steuart Street, Suite 200, 
San Francisco, CA 94105 or call 
(415) 986-3162 ext. 231. 

Steven Aberblatt
Paul L. Altieri, PhD
Jean and Robert Arovas
MariLynn Bagienski
Andrew Balaban
Diana Belliveau
Barbara J. Bethune
Tom Bidlack
Frances O. Blair
Patricia Brennan
Roger Brickey
Bill and Sarah W. Brown
Wallace and Thomas M. Brunner
Joan M. Burton
John and Julie Cohen 
Marie H. Cole
CJ Collins
Laurie Corona
Molly Dahms
Ellen Cecilia DeWitt
Donald J. Digby, MD
William Dwyer, MD
Sharon Entwistle
Arla Escontrias
Charleen Evans-Thomas, EdD
John Filozof
Judith A. Fincher
Marina L. Flores
Mary Ellen Frazier
Meredith L. Gale
Carol Gasiorek
Joanne C. Gearhart
E. Y. and William O. Geisert
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Grace
Michael Graham
Adrienne Graves, PhD
Nancy M. Graydon
Gloria Greenlee
Douglas and Beth Groome
Frank Reed Haney

Christine Hartmann and Ron Strickland
Barbara Hegel
Andrew G. Iwach, MD
Virginia Johansen-Hudnall
Esther Jones
Jerrold Keilson
Diane Korte
Laurence Lande
Sharon Leahy
Elizabeth A. Lee and Marty Oster
Roger Lindle and Marysue Braun
Charles K. Long
Richard Malm
Scott Myers
Dolores Nieves
Nunes Living Trust
Marnay O’Neal
Natalie Perr
Patricia A. Pomerleau
Linda Prout
Barbara J. Ritzenthaler
Cheryle Rost
JoEllen and Jim Rudolph
Marianne Seidenberger
Ernest and Geraldine Smith
Mrs. Mildred Snodgrass
Mary Ann Spicer
Arthur S. Takahara
Arlene and Irving Tashlick
Charles M. Vadalabene
Rebecca and Steven Vilendrer
Mel Walker
Rose Walsh
Catherine and Charles Wilmoth
Craig T. Woodbury
The Arlene J. Cumberland Revocable 
Trust

And nine anonymous members

Tracy Valorie, BS, MBA
Margrit and Jack Vanderryn
Gabrielle and Jaques Verdier, 
in memory of Alexandra V. 
Verdier

Rebecca and Steven Vilendrer
Joseph and Mary Beth 
Voelker

Don H. Wacker
Margo Walker
Daniel L. Wang
Constance Webb
Craig Weflen
Donald Weirauch
Wendy Weisler
Drs. Wendell and Judith Ann 
Edwards

Mary Westlund
Karen Weyrauch
Art Wieda
Susan J. Wittenberg, in 
memory of Harvey

Ben C. Wong
Peter W. K. Woo
Bruce and Katrina Woodske
David Franklin Worthen
Carla Wright
Ratna K. Yadla, MD
Joan and Ron Yagoda
Ram Yalamanchili
Catharine Yost
Cheryl E. Zabel
Marc L. Zimmermann
M.P. and B.J. Zimprich
Michael W. Zweig
And 17 anonymous gifts

ADDITIONAL 
CONTRIBUTORS

We are grateful to the 
more than 4,500 donors 
who contributed in fiscal 
year 2025 to forward our 
sight-saving mission. Thank 
you for your generous and 
meaningful support. 



24

Our mission is to cure glaucoma and 
restore vision through innovative research.

131 Steuart Street, Suite 200, San Francisco, CA 94105

PHONE (415) 986-3162  |  WEBSITE www.glaucoma.org


